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the barbarians, whither our custom of sabbatical rest has not
spread, and where our fasts, our kindling of lights, and many
of our dietary laws are not observed." x We may at least
believe that these various Jewish customs were known and
practised, either in their entirety, or separately, in a large
number of cities, and that proselytes were to be "found among
all the Jewish settlements of the Graco-Roman world.2 Un-
fortunately, it is impossible to estimate their number. To
say as Theodore Reinach does 3 that they were " numerous " is
not saying much.

The Latin poets, Horace, Martial, Juvenal and Persius,
attest the fact that there was many a non-Jew at Rome who
kept the sabbath and followed the practices of the synagogue.4
Tacitus bears evidence to the same effect when (Hist., v, 5) he
censures those bad citizens who scorn the religion of their
fathers and do not blush to traffic with Jews. Converts were
actually recruited from the ranks of the aristocracy, and even
from the imperial family, in the time of Nero, since Poppsea was
a proselyte ; 5 and under the Flavians it seems probable that
Flavius Clemens, first-cousin of Domitian, and his wife Flavia
Domitilla, granddaughter of Vespasian, were among the num-
ber. Judaicam vivere vitam, " to live the Jewish life/5 was
true of several eminent Romans at this time.6

In the East, the success of Jewish missionary activity was
greater still, if we may trust such information as we possess
concerning the state of affairs at Antioch (Antioch on the Orontes
and Antioch in Pisidia), Thessalonica, etc.7 A certain king of
Adiabene, a state on the border of the Roman Empire and
Parthia, became converted to Judaism along with his family,
and Josephus speaks of this pious royal household with a
certain excusable pride.8

It must, however, be observed that there were different
degrees of conversion. Full proselytes were those who accepted
the three essential obligations of Judaism,9 viz. (a) circumcision,

1 Tertullian, Ad Nat., i, 13 :  " Judaei enim jasti, Sabbata et coena
pur a etjudaici ritus lucernarum etjejunia cum azyinis ei orationes litorales
quae utique aliena sunt a diis vestris."

2 Seneca, in Augustine, Civ. Dei, vi, 11, quoted from a lost treatise,
De Superstitione.                                                          ______

3 CCCXXIX, 629.                       4 CCLXY, 29 ;   CCCXXVU1, 12 ff.
5 Tacitus, Ann., xiv, 6.

* Suetonius, Dom., 12.    Cf. CCCXXXIV, 227.

7 Passages are collected in LXX7, iii, 117 ff.; cf. Acts xiii. 16, 26, 43,
50, etc.

s Ant., xx, 2-4; B.J., ii, 19, 2; iv. 9, 11 ; v, 2, 2, etc. Cf.
LXXV, iii, 119.                                            ____

9 LXXV, iii, 129 ;   XLVH, i, 274 ;    CCLXVH, v, 77 ff.